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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 10/18/04. Claims 
27-39 are canceled. Claims 1-26 and 40-52 are being examined. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 10/18/04 have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. Applicant asserts, on pages 17-19, that Kakiuchi does not disclose, 
"...checking status of said first connection by issuing. a first request to said Internet 
gateway to access a web server utilizing a protocol blocked under a logged off 
status... determining whether said web server is accessed from said first request... and 
automatically attempting to establish a second connection to said Internet gateway if 
said web server was not accessed from said first request.. Per the first assertion, 
Kakiuchi discloses the client computer (502, fig. 5) issues a request command (via client 
browser) to the Internet gateway (505, fig. 5) to access the web server (504, fig. 5) 
using HyperText Transfer Protocol 'HTTP' in order to access data on the web server 
thus verifying the status of the network connection (col. 1 , lines 40-42; i.e., if the 
connection between the client and the web server fails or if the client is logged off, the 
HTTP data retrieval request would be unsuccessful). Regarding the second assertion, 
Kakiuchi discloses the client determines whether the web server is accessed from the 
request by the server sending the requested data back to the client (col. 1 , lines 42-45). 
As to the final assertion, when a connection failure with the web server is detected, 
evidenced by the client unable to access and retrieve data from the server, Kakiuchi 
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discloses the client (via its re-connection program (3003, fig. 25}} automatically tries to 
re-connect with the gateway to re-establish connection with the server (col. 1 1 , lines 38- 
41; col. 11, lines 62 -col. 12, lines 6). 

Applicant further asserts Kakiuchi does not disclose, "...wherein if said web 
server was accessed from the first request, then ...waiting for a first period of 
time... checking status of said first connection by issuing a second request to said 
Internet gateway to access said web server utilizing said protocol blocked under said 
logged off status... determining whether said web server is accessed from said second 
request..." Examiner is interpreting after the client has successfully accessed the web 
server, the client can send additional HTTP requests to the web server requesting 
additional data at later times (col. 1, lines 40-45; client can send multiple HTTP requests 
at different times to server; the server then returns the requested data to the client); by 
performing this function, the client is inherently checking the status of the connection in 
accordance with how the web is widely used. If there were an interruption of connection 
or service between the client and the server, the client would not be able to access the 
web server. 

Applicant asserts Kakiuchi does not disclose, "...first connection is established by 
a first logon procedure... terminating logon procedure..." The mobile computer (502, fig. 
5) first establishes connection with the network by logging on to the wireless network 
(510, fig. 5) (col. 1, lines 20-22; inherent before gaining access to the network). 
Conversely, mobile computer can terminate or log off the network by canceling 
(terminating) the logon procedure as desired. 
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As per the 103 rejection, Applicant asserts, "...there is no suggestion either 
Kakiuchi or Perlman to wait for a second period of time, where the second period of 
time is less than the first period of time..." In an analogous art to the claimed invention, 
Perlman discloses a broadband modem device that upon experiencing an interruption of 
service with the server, the modem device disconnects from the server and 
automatically reconnects with the server at a later time to resume normal 
communications with the server (col. 5, lines 63 - col. 6, lines 2). Perlman further 
discloses after the client disconnects with the server, the client then waits for a period of 
time (T1 ) before automatically reconnect with the server. In the cited example, the wait 
time (T1 ) is set for 1 0 seconds, but other time values can be set by the client (col. 6, 
lines 1 1 -1 5). Hence, one of ordinary skill in the art can be motivated to modify and 
combine the teachings of Kakiuchi and Perlman to set the second wait time to be less 
than first wait time so the client would not have to wait as long before reconnecting with 
the server. 

Examiner interprets from Applicant's assertion, "..Applicants traverse the implied 
assertion that it is well known in the art to check the status of connection between a 
client and an Internet gateway by issuing a request to the Internet gateway to access a 
web server utilizing either the Hypertext Transfer Protocol 'HTTP', the file transfer 
protocol 'FTP', or telnet protocol blocked under a logged off status" that it is incorrect to 
use well-known Internet protocols such as HTTP to access a web server thus checking 
the status of connection between the client and the web server. However, Kakiuchi 
discloses using HTTP to access and request data from the Web server; i.e., if the client 
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is in logged off status, the request cannot be made to the network/server thus the 
request is blocked from accessing the network/server (col. 1 , lines 40-45). Other 
protocols such as FTP and telnet are well known in the art that could be used as a 
substitute for HTTP to test the connection that would yield similar results. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 4-10, 14-15, 17-23, 40-41 and 43-49 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kakiuchi et al, 6,360,267 (hereafter 
Kakiuchi). 

As per claim 14, Kakiuchi discloses a system (fig. 1 ; client computer) comprising: 
a processor (401, fig. 4; col. 3, lines 27-30); a memory unit storing a computer program 
operable for automatically restoring logon connectivity in a network system (402, fig. 4; 
col. 11, lines 38-41; using re-connection program (104, fig. 1), client can automatically 
re-connect with the system); input mechanism (inherent in a computer); an output 
mechanism (403, fig. 4; display is an output device); a bus system coupling the 
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processor to the memory unit, input mechanism, and output mechanism (inherent in a 
computer), wherein the computer program comprises the programming steps of: 
establishing a first connection between client and said Internet gateway (col. 1, lines 18- 
25; client (502, fig. 5) connects with the web server (504, fig. 5) via the gateway server 
(505, fig. 5)); checking status of said first connection by issuing a first request to said 
Internet gateway to access a web server utilizing a protocol blocked under a logged off 
status (col. 1, lines 40-45; client (502, fig. 5) via its browser program uses HyperText 
Transfer Protocol 'HTTP' to access web server; i.e., by performing this function, the 
client device checks to see if the connection between itself and the web server is valid); 
determining whether said web server is accessed from said first request (col. 1, lines 
40-45); and automatically attempting to establish a second connection between client 
and said Internet gateway if said web server was not accessed from said first request 
(col. 1 1 , lines 38-41 ; col. 1 1 , lines 62 - col. 12, lines 6; if connection with the web server 
fails, the client, via its re-connection program (104, fig. 1), attempts to automatically 
reconnect with the server). 

Claims 1 and 40 recite similar limitations as claim 14; therefore, they are rejected 
using similar rationale as claim 14. 

As per claims 2, 15, and 41, Kakiuchi discloses web server was accessed from 
said first request then the method further comprises the steps of: 
waiting for a first period of time; and checking status of said first connection by issuing a 
second request to said Internet gateway to access said web server utilizing said 
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protocol blocked under said logged off status (col. 1, lines 40-45; client can send 
additional HTTP requests to the web server subsequent to the first request). 

As per claims 4, 17, and 43, Kakiuchi discloses first connection is established by 
a first logon procedure (col. 1, lines 20-22; mobile computer connects with the network 
by first logging on to wireless network; inherent process before the mobile computer can 
gain access to the network). 

As per claims 5, 18, and 44, Kakiuchi discloses terminating said first logon 
procedure; executing a second logon procedure (col. 7, lines 51-54; col. 11, lines 38-41; 
upon detecting a disruption of service (low or weak signal), the mobile device terminates 
the logon routine and automatically re-connects with the network using its re-connection 
program). 

As per claims 6-8, 19-21 and 45-47, Kakiuchi discloses waiting for a first period 
of time; checking status of said attempted second connection by issuing a second 
request to said Internet gateway to access said web server utilizing said protocol 
blocked under said logged off status; determining whether said web server is accessed 
from said second request (col. 1, lines 40-45; after establishing connection with the 
gateway server, the client device sends an HTTP request to the web server for data; by 
performing this function, the client device can also confirm (determine) the connection 
between itself and the web server is valid). 

As per claims 9, 22, and 48 are rejected for similar rationale as claims 2, 15, and 

41. 
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As per claims 10, 23 and 49, Kakiuchi discloses automatically attempting to 
establish a third connection to said Internet gateway (col. 11, lines 38-41; mobile device 
will attempt to automatically re-connect with the gateway until it is successful). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 16, 29, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Kakiuchi in view of Perlman et al, 6,308,221 (hereafter 

Perlman). 

As per claims 3, 16, 29, and 42, Kakiuchi discloses the client sends HTTP 
request to the web server to check and confirm the connection between itself and the 
web server (see claim 14 rejection). Kakiuchi also discloses the client can send 
additional HTTP requests to the web server subsequent to the first request at later times 
(col. 1 , lines 40-45). Kakiuchi does not explicitly disclose the waiting period for the 
subsequent attempt is less than the previous attempt However, in an analogous art to 
the claimed invention, Perlman discloses the waiting periods (T1 ) can be customized by 
the client (Perlman cited, as an example, waiting 10 seconds before attempting 
automatic re-connection) (col. 6, lines 11-15). Hence, one of ordinary skill in the art can 
be motivated to modify and combine the teachings of Kakiuchi and Perlman to set the 
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subsequent waiting time to be less than previous waiting time so the client would not 
have to wait as long before reconnecting with the gateway server as desired. 

Claims 11-13, 24-26, and 50-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kakiuchi. 

As per claims 11-13, 24-26, and 50-52, Kakiuchi discloses Internet protocol used 
is HyperText Transport Protocol (col. 1 , line 42) even though other Internet protocols 
such as file transfer protocol and telnet protocol were not explicitly mentioned. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use any of the 
Internet protocols such as FTP and telnet to check the status of the connection because 
they all would yield similar results. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack P Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3945. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 

0 

872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 
jpn 




DungC. Dinh 
Primary Examiner 



